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APPLICATION  

NYU Langone Health 

PURPOSE 

To ensure adequate life safety protection: 
�x When egress is obstructed  
�x When a standpipe, sprinkler, or fire alarm system is impaired 
�x When Life Safety Code deficiencies cannot immediately be corrected 
�x During periods of construction and renovation 

To comply with federal, state, and local regulations, and NFPA 101: The Life Safety Code. 
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POLICY AND GENERAL INFORMATION 

1.0 Application 

NYU Langone Health (NYULH) refers to the NYU Langone Health System, NYU 
Langone Hospitals, NYU Grossman School of Medicine, NYU Long Island School of 
Medicine, the Family Health Centers at NYU Langone, and all entities controlled by any 
of them. 
 
This policy applies to: 

- All NYULH owned and leased facilities 

- All employees, contractors, and consultants of NYULH 

2.0 Introduction 

The Joint Commission (TJC) requires that hospitals develop and implement an ILS 
policy. The policy must include written criteria for evaluating when and to what extent 
the hospital implements one or more of the following special measures to compensate for 
increased life safety risk: 

2.1 Evacuating the building, or notifying the fire department and implementing a fire 
watch. 

2.2 Posting signs identifying alternate exits. 

2.3 Inspecting exits in affected areas on a daily basis. 

2.4 Providing temporary but equivalent fire alarm and detection systems for use 
when a fire system is impaired. 

2.5 Providing additional fire-fighting equipment. 

2.6 Using temporary construction partitions that are smoke-tight and made of 
noncombustible or limited combustible material that will not contribute to the 
development or spread of fire. 

2.7 Increasing surveillance of buildings, grounds, and equipment, giving special 
attention to construction areas and storage, excavation, and field offices. 

2.8 Enforcing storage, housekeeping, and debris-removal practices that reduce the 
building’s flammable and combustible fire load to the lowest feasible level. 

2.9 Providing additional training to those who work in the hospital on the use of fire-
fighting equipment. 

2.10 Conducting one additional fire drill per shift per quarter. 
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EH&S and the NYULH -LI Fire Safety Officer are also responsible for: 
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 Functioning as the impairment coordinator, per Chapter 9 of the New York 
City (NYC) and New York State Fire Code, or applicable code in other 
municipalities   

 Ensuring their staff notify the authorities having jurisdiction when a fire 
protection system (standpipe, sprinkler, fire) is out of service  

- In NYC, the Fire Department’s (FDNY’s) impairment unit (212.570.4300) 

- At NYULH- LI, the Nassau County Fire Marshal’s office (516.573.9900), 
with additional notification to a chief from the Mineola Fire Department 
for any fire pump impairment or extensive fire alarm system impairment. 

- In other locations, the local fire marshal or fire department 

RED+F Design and Construction is also responsible for: 

 Summarizing data from daily inspections of construction/renovation projects 
and reporting it to the Construction Safety Committee. 

3.5 Managers and Project Managers (PMs) (e.g., design, construction, operations, 
maintenance, and cable management) are responsible for implementing and 
maintaining the Program on their projects. Their responsibilities include, but are 
not limited to:  

 Requesting ILS risk assessments in accordance with this policy. 

 Informing their contractors about the requirements of this policy. 

 Obtaining 
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accordance with NFPA 13. The NYC and NYS building and fire codes 
contain additional requirements.    

- Note: A fire watch is acceptable for a short duration impairment, but is not 
a substitute for a construction site having an active sprinkler system or a 
perimeter fire-rated partition
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 Real Estate schedules routine inspections for, and correction of life safety 
code deficiencies at locations they manage, none of which are in-patient 
occupancies. 

 NYULH staff are well prepared to respond to fire incidents. 

- All staff complete mandatory annual fire safety training. 

- Staff participate in routine fire drills, per TJC requirements. 

- Fire Response Team members participate in additional training. 

5.3 
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6.2 The manager works with the EH&S Fire Safety Program Manager or the 
NYULH-LI Fire Safety Officer, or their designee to finalize the risk assessment. 

6.3 As needed, the manager coordinates implementation of required ILSMs (e.g., 
training on life safety code deficiencies and/or alternate exits).   

7.0 Construction/renovation: ILSM risk assessment process 

7.1 During the planning of a construction or renovation project, the PM coordinates 
an ILS risk assessment. The goal is efficient and effective mitigation of the risk. 

7.2 At NYULH-LI main campus and the RAC, the PM uses the NYULH_LI ILSM 
Assessment and Precaution Plan (Appendix E) to identify and document 
appropriate ILSMs.  

 The PM submits the document to Sr. Director of Engineering and Facilities or 
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8.0 Implementation and monitoring of ILSMs 

8.1 The PM informs contractors of the Permit and ILSM requirements and pertinent 
Safety Policies (e.g., Construction Contractor Safety Requirements).  

8.2 The PM coordinates implementation of the Permit and ILSM requirements (e.g. 
posting of signage, training on alternative exits, installation of temporary alarm 
system, provision of additional fire extinguishers, and informing affected 
departments).   

8.3 During the project, the PM: 

 Inspects the project site regularly using the inspection checklist in Appendix B 
or a comparable form, and maintains documentation in the project file. 

 Works with contractors to ensure prompt correction of deficiencies identified 
during inspections. 

 Arranges for daily testing if there is a temporary fire alarm system. 

9.0 ILS and Interim Evacuation Plans 

9.1 When the following conditions arise at NYULH-LI main campus or RAC, the 
PM prepares an ILS Plan and submits it for approval. At other locations, the PM 
or manager asks EH&S to prepare an ILS Plan: 

 The number, type, or severity of life safety code deficiencies places building 
occupants at noteworthy increased risk.  

- E.g., when occupying new space in which there are numerous life safety 
code deficiencies on the “punch list”. 

 The planned work or an unschj
/TT3 17224
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9.2 The ILS Plan may include an Interim Evacuation Plan (i.e., a drawing showing 
temporary evacuation routes). 

9.3 NYULH-LI Engineering or an EH&S staff member with an FDNY C of F for 
Fire Safety Director shall review and accept each ILS Plan before it is finalized. 

9.4 The PM or manager shall coordinate implementation of the requirements of the 
ILS 
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 NYU Langone Health  
Interim Life Safety (ILS) Permit

Reason for Permit: Construction Project 
Location:  
Project Coordinator: Project Start Date:  
Contractor Performing Work:  Project Completion: 
Supervisor’s Name:  Telephone:  
Brief description of project: Demolition, abatement and renovation of existing space. 

 
The contractor shall comply with all federal, state and local laws, rules and regulations, and 
NYU
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�x Penetrations in floors, walls and ceilings, uncovered or created during the course of the 
project, must be fire-stopped immediately utilizing NYULH Facilities Operations approved 
Hilti brand fire-stopping products.  

�x Chemicals and products used are to be low or no VOC unless specifically approved by the 
EH&S. Flammable or combustible liquids, chemicals and products shall be stored in an 
approved fire safety cabinet. Safety Data Sheets (SDSs) for all products shall be readily 
available on site.   

�x Debris containers shall be wiped down and capped with plastic prior to leaving the job site.  
Debris removal and material deliveries to the site shall be made via the service elevators at 
times when minimal interaction with patients and staff is expected.  

�x Construction personnel shall wear hard hats and use other personal protective equipment 
when the work calls for same.  

�x Construction personnel shall use the right size and type ladder for the work they are 
performing. A-frame ladders shall not be used in the closed position. Due to the potential 
electrical hazard metal ladders pose, only fiberglass or wood ladders shall be used. Ladders 
shall be inspected daily before use. Damaged ladders shall be thrown out. Workers shall not 
stand on the top 2 rungs of, stand backwards on or straddle, any ladder. Where the work does 
not allow 3 points of contact to be maintained on the ladder, another more stable work 
platform (e.g. bakers scaffold) shall be used.    

�x 
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ILSM Risk Assessment Tool 

145-ILS-21W   

Deficiency  
ID Number  
Building  
Location  
Potential and/or Identified  
Deficient Issues 

 
 
 

 
 

Impact Evaluation 
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 NYULH -LI ILSM Assessment and Precaution Plan 
 

 

 

Description of ILSM Trigger 
Applicable? ILSM Precaution 

# List all that apply 
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Date:  
Completed by:  
Project:  
Comments:  
Impairment/Deficiency Measures to be implemented 
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Impairment of sprinkler system                       

Simultaneous impairment of more than 
one fire protection system 

                      

Impairment of fire protection system to 
last more than 8 hours 
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